As They Were Praying

(Acts 1:12-14)

Scripture Text: Acts 1:12-14  (12) Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey. (13) And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. (14) These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.

Thought: It is my prayer for this church that we become so burdened for the Lord that it will press us into a place of prayer unprecedented in our history!

Introduction: The greatest revival in the New Testament was the miraculous supernatural birth of the New Testament Church! This revival came on the backs of born again believers, faithfully and sacrificially praying for the fulfillment of the promise of our Lord Jesus Christ! They were standing on the promises! They took to heart the promises of our Lord as recorded in Acts 1:4 “…He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father…”. As the faithful denied self and pressed into the presence of God, the blessings were poured forth from Glory and the power was released!       

I believe that God is waiting for some faithful, sacrificial prayers to be lifted up in this generation! I believe that God is wanting to manifest in power and glory to this generation! I believe that this manifestation of power and glory will only come after the saints begin to be burdened by the lack of His presence and then faithfully seek His face! This is the biblical model given to us for spiritual renewal! It has worked throughout the history of man and it will continue to work in our generation! If we turn our attention to the Lord, one day we will be able to recant the testimony of the spiritual renewal that began in our church. In this testimony I am sure it will go something like this, “As we were praying, God began to move”! 

As They were praying….!

1. As They Were Praying,  Revival was Birthed!

· Acts 1:14 “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers” 

· I have heard a lot of messages preached regarding the state of those waiting in the Upper Room! I believe the most common characteristic of the upper room was an attitude of faithful, sacrificial prayer! They left the Mount of Olives and traveled as commanded to Jerusalem where they prayerfully waited for the promise of the Holy Ghost!
· The Upper Room was a place of prayer! It was a place in which the faithful would make their stand for the promises of God to be manifested on earth! It was a place in which faith was the norm and miracles and the supernatural were expected! It was a place that the weary and burdened could exchange these weights and step into the Throne Room of God!
· It was in this arena of faith that God birthed the New Testament Church! Newborns have a tendency to take on the characteristics of their surroundings! The NT Church was born into an environment of prayer, expectation of the supernatural, and faithfully, patiently waiting for God! This would be a characteristic displayed in the days to come!

· AC 2:1  When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. What is this “one accord”? It means in agreement, one faith, one expectation, one prayer, for the promises to the Lord to manifest on them! Prayer was a vital part of the upper room and became the catalyst to birth the NT Church into the world! 
· As they were praying, Revival was birthed!

2. As They Were Praying,  Revival was Sustained! 

· As we move forward in history we see the First Church come under increasing persecution! This only fueled the desire of the Apostles to seek the Lord for their needs during this persecution! It is only natural to need a refilling of the Spirit of the Lord, when we are pouring His Spirit out among men in the manner of Peter and John! 

· It is only natural to need a refilling of boldness that comes with revival when we are tried and persecuted! The boldness that comes in revival is a sign unto the world of the presence of Jesus! AC 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

· AC 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

· Peter and John following there arrest and trial with the Sanhedrin make their way back to the Church, back to their spiritual roots! They gathered around themselves, like-minded believers, those in one accord and prayed! The revival that had began in the Upper Room by prayer, would be sustained by prayer!
3. As They Were Praying,  Revival was Propelled!

· AC 16:25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.

· Within the Philippians Jail amidst the bars and bondages, a wonderful thing was taking place. 

· This was not just an ordinary jailhouse worship service. Why? Because Spirit-filled, born again believers of the Lord Jesus Christ were praying! Note the bible doesn’t say what was the object of their prayers! The most common thought to man would be for freedom and release from the persecution of the jail! I do not believe this was the theme of Paul and Silas’ jailhouse prayers!

· I believe they were worshipping and praying the same as they would if they were in the temple! Paul and Silas realized they were at liberty because of Christ and refused to become shackled even in the jailhouse! I believe they were praying for strength to endure and a strong testimony! I believe they were praying for the needs of the other prisoners, I believe they were praying for the perpetuation of the Revival that had began in the upper room, now several years prior! I believe they were sold out to the point it was not about them, but all about God regardless of their situations and surroundings!

· I believe when we as a church begin to mature and accept this attitude and mindset of Paul and Silas we can expect to see the jailhouse open wide! We can see the chains drop from around our feet and hands! We can embrace the cause of Christ regardless of environment! 

· Revival will come, be sustained and be propelled when ever we develop the mind of Christ and seek His Will regardless!

Conclusion: AC 12:12  So, when he had considered this, he came to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was Mark, where many were gathered together praying.

· I end with a portrait of what I hope becomes our church. One that prays regardless! One that prays in the face of adversity, trial, famine and waits for the promise of God to manifest in our presence!

