Cheap Church

Scripture Text: 1CH 21:22-24 (22) Then David said to Ornan, "Grant me the place of this threshing floor, that I may build an altar on it to the Lord. You shall grant it to me at the full price, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people." (23) And Ornan said to David, "Take it to yourself, and let my lord the king do what is good in his eyes. Look, I also give you the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing implements for wood, and the wheat for the grain offering; I give it all." (24) Then King David said to Ornan, "No, but I will surely buy it for the full price, for I will not take what is yours for the Lord, nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me nothing."
Thought: A Sacrifice must cost you something! (a sacrifice without sacrifice is truly not a sacrifice)

Introduction: Israel is facing the Judgment of God! Seventy thousand men have been killed! It is a time of great strife! In the midst of the carnage, David falls before the Lord and begins to seek His face. The Lord restrains the destruction and sends word to David by Gad to build an altar on the site of Ornan’s Threshing Floor. (this would later become the site of Solomon’s Temple)   

With the foundation now laid, I want to look at the heart of David and his attitude and example towards worship! His mentality towards the things of God! His desire to be pleasing to the Lord! David understood clearly a concept that we in the American Church have seemingly forgotten. It is a privilege and honor to serve the Lord and it will cost you to serve the Lord! God should be the object of our desires and when we sacrifice to Him, we are showing Him we value our relationship with Him! 

In the Contemporary American Church setting, we have taken emphasis off of God and shifted it to ourselves! Many look to God today as nothing more than a “supernatural Santa Claus” with the sole purpose to serve the whims, and desires of mankind! An attitude of no commitment, no sacrifice and a minimum of respect for God have reduced our worship experience to what I call, Cheap Church! Cheap Church comes in many forms but here is the general outline. A worship experience that cost us nothing! This nothing includes our finances, time and spiritual involvement! Those seeking a Cheap Church experience will allow others to pay their way and offer nothing of themselves or from themselves in order to better the worship experience! They are only willing to make offerings that costs them nothing! 

1. David’s Request!

· Then David said to Ornan, "Grant me the place of this threshing floor, that I may build an altar on it to the Lord. You shall grant it to me at the full price, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.
· David has seen and experienced God many times in the past and would continue in his future! He had witnessed first hand God’s Glory even within the current state of Judgment! In other words, you don’t have to convince David of who God is or of his magnificence! 
· I believe David’s original request to Ornan includes the statement: You shall grant it to me at the full price, for several reasons! 
                            a. Ornan knows he is the King and may offer to give it to him in order to please him!                        

                            b. David wants to please God and knows that no price is too great!

                            c. David desires to be an example of correct worship in the eyes of those around him!

                            d. David is following the laws of Judaism and making a “Peace Offering” before the  Lord!

· Some of us need to get this example ingrained within ourselves! We are looking to please God without paying the price! We expect because of who we are that God is going to grant us a pass when it comes to the worship experience!

· We are children of God, but we are so only because of His great love, mercy and grace. Our position with God is a free gift. It is not of ourselves, but a gift from God. (Eph. 2:8) We have become a thankless people when we strive to worship the Father without cost!

· In the Old Testament, the Jewish people could not enter into a worship experience without making a sacrifice. How far we have drifted with our Cheap Church mentality!

2. David’s Proclaimation!

· "No, but I will surely buy it for the full price, for I will not take what is yours for the Lord, 
· David realizes that he cannot take something from someone else and give it to the Lord. He knew God would not be pleased with that! ex. Ladies how would you feel if you knew your husband or fiancé’ did not purchase your engagement ring! You would probably feel as if his love or desire for you might not be as sincere as he has led you to believe! Why? Because he has not made any sacrifice for you!
· You cannot worship without sacrifice! Worship defined is to bestow worth or value on something! It has to cost you something, time, self, devotion of heart, commitment! 
· Church understand and develop an attitude like David towards the things of God. You must desire God to the point of sacrificing to Him. Within this church today there is second, third and even fourth generations present. You cannot rely on that even if you were literally born within FCC and your parents or grandparents laid the cornerstone within the foundation of this building! You cannot rely on your parents or grandparent’s sacrifices to be sufficient for you! You must love the Lord and develop your own relationship! There are no grandchildren of the Lord only CHILDREN! Those that have their own relationship with Him!
· If you are depending on, standing on or relying on anyone else’s sacrifice to the Lord to be sufficient, you are having a Cheap Church experience. That maybe why your church experience doesn’t seem as fulfilling to you as it does to others! 
3. David’s Resolve!

· nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me nothing  
· David makes it perfectly clear at this point that he is not looking for a Cheap Church experience. He has already established the fact he is going to pay full price for the land or location of the altar. He is not going to take anything from someone else to give to the Lord, because he wants God to see his love and worship for Him. 
· He essentially adds at this point, I’m not going to enter into worship without something of value to offer the Lord! 
· The Cheap Church experience of today says to bring our leftovers and scrapings to offer to the Lord. This does not show God that you love Him. We give our tithe from the “first fruits” because we faithfully look to God for our supply! We give of our remainder as offerings to the Lord to show our love and to worship Him in obedience! We give of our time and talents to the Lord because we want to give of ourselves to the Lord. 
· Make this resolve today! I’m going to give the very best I have to offer to the Lord! I’m not going to short change God! I want God to know that I love Him! 
Conclusion: 1CH 21:25-27 (25)  So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place. (26) And David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called on the Lord; and He answered him from heaven by fire on the altar of burnt offering. (27) So the Lord commanded the angel, and he returned his sword to its sheath.

· Are you ready to begin a relation in the way that God desires

· Are you willing to put aside the Cheap Church Mentality of today and worship God’s Way?

· If we desire the blessings of God we must follow God’s plan!

