Christ Our Sufficiency

Christ Our Savior – Jesus Christ the Person! 

(message 1)

Scripture Text: Matt. 1:21 "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."

Thought: Yahweh Saves! The adversary comes to kill, steal and destroy, but Yahweh saves! (Jesus is a derivative of the name Joshua, which in the Hebrew means Yahweh, saves.)

Introduction: I begin this message with a quote from Evangelist Oliver B. Greene’s book entitled “Christ Our Sufficiency”, We read in the Word of God concerning “the Son of God…the Son of man…the Christ of God…the man Christ Jesus…” and all of these titles refer to one and the same Person; but we cannot appreciate Jesus as the Son of God and at the same time the Son of man until we know Him as our personal Savior. We will not be able to understand Jesus, Savior of sinners, until we know Him personally through the marvelous grace of God!  The Apostle Paul elaborates and agrees with this same theme in 1 Cor.1:18-21 and in verse 21 states: “Since the world in all of its fancy wisdom never had a clue when it came to knowing God, God in his wisdom took delight in using what the world considered dumb—preaching, of all things—to bring those who trust in Him into the way of salvation” (The Message) In other words we cannot come to an understanding in the things of God from human intellect. We must receive it by faith and process it in our spirit and then translate it to the mind! Both Greene and Paul are in agreement with the fact that we must come to understand God by faith and we must enter into relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ and by that faith our relationship with God begins, builds and matures! 

It is a truth that some 2000 years ago Jesus Christ, the savior was born and some 33 years later was crucified and by His blood we are saved! The Word states in RO 3:24-25 (24) being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, (25) whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed,” Even though this is a truth, we must receive this truth, come into agreement with this truth and by faith believe this in order to be saved! Whether we believe it or not does not determine that the blood of Jesus Saves. Whether we believe or not determines if we are saved! 

Jesus Christ is our Sufficiency! Jesus Christ is our sufficiency in Salvation! Jesus Christ is our sufficiency in relationship with the Father!

1. JESUS CHRIST THE PERSON!

· Before we can see Jesus as Savior of sinners we must see and believe that He was God in the flesh! Before we can accept what He did we must realize who He was! 

a. COL 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 

b. 2CO 5:19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself…
c. JOH 14:9 …He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?

· Today before you can believe that Jesus is the Savior of sinners, you have to settle the issue in your heart that Jesus is God! Only God can forgive sins! The Pharisees were on target in Mark 2:7  “…Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

a. AC 5:31  "Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 

· Jesus Christ was the God-Man! Jesus was truly man – He was flesh; but He was the God-Man – truly God, and truly man. He was God manifest in flesh: JOH 1:1 & 14 (1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (14) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
· Jesus Christ the Son of God presented a union of extremes not possible in any other. There has never been – nor will there ever be – another Jesus. He is so unfathomable, so incomprehensible, that He Himself declared in Matt.11:27: “…No man knoweth the Son, but the Father…”

· Do I understand and can explain with the knowledge of mankind how Jesus Christ is the God—Man and the Savior of sinners? NO! It is a truth that mankind must receive by faith and then receive revelation from God! I cannot explain the new birth – but I can testify to the fact it works!
· In order for Jesus Christ to be the perfect sacrifice for sin, He must be the sinless man! This is impossible with any other man except Jesus Christ! It took a God – Man to be a Savior of sinners because it took a Holy God to provide what a Holy God demands – RIGHTEOUSNESS and TRUE HOLINESS! Heb.12:14 “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” 

· The devil knows that Jesus Christ is the God – Man! I’m not trying to give the devil any glory or honor, but even he and his demons have more respect for Jesus than many humans of today! In Matt 8:29 the words states: “And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? Art thou come hither to torment us before the time?”  -- Hear the demons remarks to Jesus, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God ! Listen to their last testimony of His divinity, Art thou come hither to torment us before the time? Who sits in Final Judgment of all? -- GOD!  It’s a shame when the demons know more about God than God’s favorite creation!
· The devil knows that Jesus is the God – Man, but he wants you to be ignorant or confused in this truth! Why? So he can keep you separated from the Promise of God and a relationship with Him!
Conclusion: 1PE 1:18-20  (18) knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, (19) but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. (20)He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.

· Is it really important that we believe that Jesus Christ was the God – Man! YES! It means the difference between Heaven and Hell! Relationship with God or no relationship! Child of God or Child of the adversary! Does this convey the importance of this basic Biblical Doctrine?

