Fishing the Deep Waters

(Lk. 5:1-6)

Scripture Text: LU 5:1-6 (1) So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, (2) and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets. (3) Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. (4) When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch."(5) But Simon answered and said to Him, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net."(6) And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking.

Thought: The “Catch” is waiting for those willing to fish in their waters! (where the catch is waiting)

Introduction: For those who may be discouraged in their evangelistic efforts, this is a message to you! To the churches that may think their efforts are in vain, this message is for you! To those who may be thinking the “glory days” of the Christian Church is a by gone era, this message is for you! We are living in what can be one of the most successful periods for growth in the America Church! Sadly, we are allowing it to slip past us as we continue to fish in the same waters, using the same techniques as we have used for the last several decades! If we continue to follow in this process, we will be like Peter and the other soon to be disciples, left to wash our nets complaining about the missed catch! Our only efforts of ministry will be maintaining our nets and trying to encourage each other!  

What a great example from our Lord for those of us desirous of being fishers of men! Within these passages of scripture there is a wealth of information we can glean to improve our evangelistic endeavors! Lets begin by looking at God’s Word and opening our hearts to receive it and allow the Holy Spirit to give us understanding and direction in it!

1. Maintenance Efforts are not Ministerial Outreaches!

· (2) and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets.
· Idle fishing boats is a sign of non-productivity in the fishing industry! A boat sitting idle at the dock is one that is not bringing in the catch! Fishermen mending nets are not bringing in the catch or the potential harvest! I know there is a certain amount of preparation that must be done, but when preparation and maintenance becomes the top priority you are in trouble!
· Jesus came upon a scene this day that would look very much like a lot of churches in our age! Fishermen or in the case of the church fishers of men, busy at mending the nets and maintaining the equipment. In the church scenario it is almost like we are hoping the catch will come to us! I know that there is a possibility that a fish may come along and jump into our boat, but it is highly unlikely we are going to fill the boat by this method!

· Today within the church we maintain our nets well! We maintain our atmosphere and environment well! We teach ourselves to “fish” but we seldom leave the shelter and safety of the dock! It is as if we expect the “catch or harvest” to come and jump into our well-maintained nets and equipment! The sad part is when it does not happen we become discouraged and desirous of giving up on our evangelistic outreaches!

· Our reaction to our failures is to increase our efforts to continue on the same path and insist we use the same method that is failing us! If you would give thought to this the ideology you would recognize that it is insane! (Zig Zigler’s definition of insanity, doing the same old thing the same old way expecting a different result!)

2. Humanity does not like Change!

· (4) When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon, "Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch."
· Peter and company had been fishing all night and had not caught any fish. The Message paraphrases by saying, “and not caught even a minnow”! It was an unproductive time! Look at the instruction of Jesus, “"Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch."! 
· Sometime we get so set in our ways and processes we don’t think there is any other means of doing something! Jesus said to Peter and company, go back out and fish in the deep water; go to where the quantity of fish is swimming! You must put some effort into your fishing and stop trolling the banks where it is easy and convenient! 
· I can almost hear Jesus say to Peter, “go into the deep water, go into the areas you have avoided, go into the areas that you have to walk by faith, go into those areas where that may not be charted by you, Peter do something different and follow My lead”!
· Peter’s response was the same as ours today, "Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing;!  We might be apt to include, “I know what I’m doing here, I’m well trained in this arena, this is the way we’ve always done it”! 
· For those of you that might be a part of the “this is the way we’ve always done it camp” take a quick look around you during our Morning, evening and mid-week worship and ask yourself this question, how’s our way working out for us!
3. Jesus’ Way Yields Results!

· "(6) And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. 

· My interpretation, “And when they did it Jesus’ Way”, “When they listened to the Lord” or “When they put aside their way and followed Jesus’ Way”
· How do we do Church or Ministry Jesus’ Way? We have to launch out into the DEEP WATER. We have to do this in accordance to His Will and His Way! We have to get past our fears and our preconceived notions of how Church/Ministry should be and follow the Lord!
· We have to, love the Lord our God with all of our heart, mind and soul and love our neighbors as ourselves! If we get this inside of us and allow it to change us the rest is simple! 
a. We will feed the hungry

b. We will clothe the naked

c. We will visit the sick

d. We will visit those in prison

e. We will carry the Gospel to a lost and dying world! Why? Because we will have a heart like Christ and not desire any to perish!

· The World desires to see something real and tangible within the Church! They want to see Jesus in the Church! When we put aside Our Way and begin to look to how we can minister to the needs of a lost world, we will see our nets begin to fill!

· As long as the Church is a picture of us and not Christ it will continue to struggle! As long as we sit and maintain the Church will struggle! As long as ministry is replaced by idleness the Church will struggle!

Conclusion: LU 5:10-11 (10) and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men." (11) So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him. 

· We must make a determination to “catch men” It must be our hearts desire to be like Jesus!
·  In order to be like Jesus we must forsake all and follow Him! Being a disciple of Jesus must define us! 
