I Once Was Blind

(Jn. 9:25-38)

SCRIPTURE TEXT: JOH 9:25  “He answered and said, "Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see."  
THOUGHT: “Open my eyes that I may see, glimpses of truth Thou hast for me” – from the Hymn Open My Eyes That I May See

INTRODUCTION: The words of the hymn Open My Eyes state: “Open my eyes that I may see, glimpses of truth Thou has for me; Place in my hands the wonderful key, That shall unclasp and set me free. Open my ears that I may hear, Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; And while the wave – notes fall on my ear, Everything false will disappear. Open my mouth and let me bear Gladly the warm truth every-where; Open my heart, and let me prepare Love with Thy children thus to share.” 

What a blessing to the Kingdom of God if these words could hide in our hearts and guide us in our daily walk with the Lord! Can you imagine what God could accomplish through His people if we had a heart to pray in the manner of these words! Open my eyes, Lord, open my eyes!

I love the story of the blind man that was healed by Jesus. It is a wonderful portrait of the love and compassion of our Lord. It is a wonderful example of His power and majesty! What is more wonderful than this story is the fact that Jesus is still opening the eyes of the blind! Jesus is still giving sight! Jesus is still desirous of filling the void that is present in the lives of every man, woman and child by opening their eyes to spiritual understanding! Every Christian today may not understand why, how or every aspect of our Lord. Every Christian present today can honestly say, I once was blind by now I see!

1. Jesus sees the “blind” of this world! 

· JOH 9:1  Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 

· I am so glad that Jesus stopped to visit, heal and enlighten the man blind from birth! The Bible teaches us that God is not a respecter of persons! He stopped by this blind man and He met his needs! He stopped by me and He met my needs! I want to believe at this time He will stop by you and meet your needs!
· The world and its systems, programs and procedures will not and cannot offer you what a visitation with Jesus can bring! I am glad of the options we have today in the form of assistance, but many times this assistance of man leads one into a greater dependency! A visit with Jesus brings liberty, vision, enlightenment and a makes us into a new creature or creation! 2CO 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
· The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the poor will prosper following a relationship with Jesus! 
· I am so glad that Jesus passed by me and He reached out His hand for me! The song says: “When He reached out His hand for me, He had to reach way down for me” I am so glad by His love and mercy He reached way down for me!
2. Let those formerly blind no see!

· JOH 9:13  They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. 

· There are several religious, traditional reasons for bringing the formerly blind man to Jesus. I do not desire to address those, I want to address the testimony of the formerly blind!

· When asked how he had received his sight the formerly blind shared how Jesus had made clay and place it on his eyes and instructing him to wash. The formerly blind man gave an honest account of the experience answering the questions in truth!

· The healed man did not completely understand who Jesus was, when he was asked he simply stated in verse 17, “He is a prophet”. (this would indicate in his time a “man of God”)  The formerly blind did not have complete understand our perfection in his doctrine and this point in his relationship,but he did no one very important thing, “I was blind but now I see”!

· The Church needs to learn a lesson from the testimony of the formerly blind! We may not know all but we know that once we begin a relationship with Jesus we are not the same! 

3. Continue in your Testimony!

· JOH 9:25-26 (25) He answered and said, "Whether He is a sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now I see." (26) Then they said to him again, "What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?" 
· Once your eyes are open, the healing has come, the testimony has been delivered, CONTINUE IN IT! JOH 9:27  He answered them, "I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?"
· Against a world that stands ready to rebuke you, criticize you, and ridicule your testimony, CONTINUE IN IT! JOH 9:30  The man answered and said to them, "Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened my eyes!  The formerly blind man could not know all the things about Jesus! Yet He knew his life was radically different and he was going to tell someone!
· It is impossible for us to know all things about Jesus, the Bible or the things of God at the beginning of our relationship! We will never know it all, but we should not be deterred by what we don’t know, pass along to others what you do know and do it for the glory of God!
· Continue in your relationship and God through the Holy Spirit will make revelation to you!
Conclusion: JOH 9:35-38 (35) Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, "Do you believe in the Son of God?" (36) He answered and said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?" (37) And Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you."(38) Then he said, "Lord, I believe!" And he worshiped Him.

· Jesus honored the faith of the formerly blind man and began to make revelation in his life! His teaching and maturation process began by faith and it continued by faith
· We are no different today! All that are now Christians were once blind to God and the things of God! All of that changed when we reached up in faith as Jesus reached down!
· We will continue to mature and grow in the Lord as we continue by faith to receive! 
· Pray, read and study God’s Word and all Him to reveal by the Holy Spirit the deep things of God!
I Was Once Blind But Now I SEE!

