Living in the Graveyard

-Life among the tombs-

Mk.5:1-9

SCRIPTURE TEXT: MR 5:1-9 (1) Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. (2) And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, (3) who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains (4) because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. (5) And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting himself with stones. (6) When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. (7) And he cried out with a loud voice and said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me." (8) For He said to him, "Come out of the man, unclean spirit!"(9) Then He asked him, "What is your name?" And he answered, saying, "My name is Legion; for we are many."

THOUGHT: My God is not a God of the dead but of the living! (Mt.22:32)

INTRODUCTION: The Graveyard is not a destination of desire for most people. Have you ever noticed the Graveyard is not a major tourist attraction! Why? There is no life within the Graveyard! Allow me to rephrase that statement, there in no life worth living in the Graveyard. It is a place of death, sorrow and despair! The Graveyard in the minds of unbelievers is the place of finality, where all the dreams and aspirations of man end!  

With all these dreadful descriptions of the Graveyard why would anyone want to dwell there! First understand, no one desires to be bound within the Graveyard! They are bound to that place and to that existence because of sin! Sin and the Adversary is a tough taskmaster! Romans 6:23 teaches us that the wages or the earnings of sin is death. In other words has exciting or enticing, as sin may seem it’s dividends or reward is death! Sin can be pleasurable for a season, but it is fleeting! The sad fact is this after the pleasure evaporates existence in the Graveyard becomes a reality!

Lets take a look at the demoniac of Gadarenes and see if there are any lessons to be applied to our day or our situations!

1. Even the Hardened Sinner is drawn to Jesus

· (2) And when He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

· Even a demoniac had a desire to be in the presence of Jesus! JOH 12:32 "And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." Why are we not seeing more of the lost coming to Jesus? The answer may hurt, but I hope it will open the eyes of believers today, we are not displaying Jesus as we should! 
· When the demoniac cast his eyes on Jesus all he saw was Jesus! He did not have to look to through the doctrines of man or the dead orthodoxy of many churches! He did not have to wait through the “program list” to come into contact with Jesus! He did not have to be subjected to extended praise and worship sessions that sound like a “rock concert” nor did he have to be awakened after a boring and dusty trip down “traditional lane”! 
· There is something about being in the presence of Jesus that draws us to Him. There is something about the presence of Jesus that penetrates the very soul of mankind! This is why it should be our intention as Christians and this church to lift up Jesus before all mankind!
· Have we gotten so “soft” and “tender” we cannot lift up Jesus for fear of rejection! If we lift up Jesus and receive rejection, it is not us that is being rejected it is Jesus! If we take this rejection personally it maybe because we are lifting up our own personal plans, doctrines and religious traditions instead of Jesus! 
2. The Need for Life! 

· (3) who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, not even with chains (4) because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. (5) And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cutting himself with stones.

· If there is anyone that needs life it is one that is living or existing among the Graveyard! Why? Within these verses lie a couple of answers to the question, why. This man was in total rebellion. He was rebelling against society and their standards, (dwelling among the tombs) he was rebelling against authority, (been bound with shackles and chains and neither could anyone tame him.) he was rebelling against his own flesh (crying out and cutting himself with stones.) and in it all he was rebelling against God! 
· Sin lead one into rebellion! “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft…”, (1Sam.15:23) Sin and rebellion go hand in hand! Sin leads one into rebellion and rebellion leads one deeper into sin! It blinds, it distorts, it confuses and it leads one into the Graveyard!

· God is not pleased with rebellion because it places His favored creation, the one that is created in the imagine and likeness of God into the Graveyard!

· As the attempt was made by the men of this day to “tame” or force the demoniac to conform to their standards, he would rebel and break restraints! (4) because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him. The doctrines and traditions of men only make the matter worse in many cases! The devil would empower this demoniac to superhuman strengths and propel him into a worse situation! 

3. The Desire for Life!

· (6) When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him.  Why would the demoniac desire to be in the presence of Jesus? He wanted LIFE instead of DEATH! Everyone living in the Graveyard or in sin and bondage is not happy about their situation! Christians need to realize this statement. All the lost is not happy within their sin! They may have created a self-imposed prison about themselves, yet they are not happy with their situation!
· Mankind has a desire for life and true life comes only from God! Within this search for godly fulfillment many have become deceived and lured into the Graveyard! There is a real devil seeking to rob God of His precious Man and a real devil that seeks to rob man of his rightful relationship and inheritance with God!

· The demon possessed man wanted to have life. This “walking dead” existence was not what he desired so he came to the feet of Jesus and worshipped. Now notice something within the next verse. (7) And he cried out with a loud voice and said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me." Why did the man suddenly change his thought? The demonic spirit controlling him takes over the man and speaks. It is the same man speaking as the man that was moments ago engaged in worship, yet now he is controlled by the devil! This is not the desire of the man or the fear of the man to be tormented by Jesus, but it is the fear of the demon spirit. 

· Those that are in sin and the Graveyard today yearn for life and release, yet the devil pulls them back into his trap. This is why the church must be aware of what is going on and confront these situations and spirits in the name of Jesus! 
Conclusion: (8) For He said to him, "Come out of the man, unclean spirit!"

· Note here Jesus speaks to the demon spirit, not the man!

· Jesus addresses the root of the problem, not the perception of the problem.

