Pulling Down Your Strongholds

(2Cor.10:4-6)

SCRIPTURE TEXT: 2CO 10:4-6 (4) For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, (5) casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, (6) and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

   Message: The tools of our trade aren’t for marketing or manipulation, but they are for demolishing that entire massively corrupt culture. We use our powerful God-tools for smashing warped philosophies, tearing down barriers erected against the truth of God, fitting every loose thought and emotion and impulse into the structure of life shaped by Christ Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity.

THOUGHT: The greatest battles of life are fought out daily in the silent chambers of the soul. – David O. McKay  (soul = mind and consciousness) 

INTRODUCTION: I want to begin this message in examination of the statement just made. The greatest battles of life are fought out daily in the silent chambers of the soul. There is a powerful message within this statement and it is all valid biblical teaching! Many Christians spend way too much time in these battles of the soul to be effective within God’s Kingdom! By the time they have finished the “soul battle” they are too weary in spirit to continue the fight! This is why we must mature in our Christian Experience and settle these issues with our own soul! The adversary will always place issues and temptations within our souls to incite such a battle. We have to get our minds made up, renewed, redirected and prepared for the work of the Lord! This is the actions and direction in which the mature Christian will go! 

If there is any truth to the statement, “The greatest battles of life are fought out daily in the silent chambers of the soul”, then we must get our soul into agreement with God and His Word in order to keep ourselves from being over run in these battles! 

1. The Location of the Battlefield!

· vv. 4 & 5 (4) “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, (5) casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God…”  Everyone knows that the Bible was not originally written with chapter and verse. This came about in the 17 Century with the English Translations! So we must read the though that begins in v.4 as it continues into verse 5. 
· This statement serves notice as to the location of the battlefield for our spiritual battles. The location is the mind and consciousness of man or the soul! It is within the mind and heart that arguments are formed and stored. It is the mind that translates these arguments to the tongue and activates it! 
· It is the mind that becomes the “devils playground” if we allow it! He will quickly erect “strongholds” in the mind and consciousness to bind, hinder, and block anything regarding knowledge of God! This is essentially what verse 4 and the beginning of verse 5 is stating.

· Verse 4 begins with instructions regarding our spiritual weapons. These weapons are not “carnal” or of the physical or flesh. They are of God and from God! It is with these weapons as we remain “in God” that we can become effective in the “pulling down” of the “strongholds” in the battlefields of our minds and the minds of men! 

· What are these “weapons of our warfare”? 1TH 5:8  But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. In Ephesians 6:11-16 Paul uses the same examples but gets more in depth! In other words it is the very attributes and nature of God that He bestows upon His children! 
· In the biblical rules of Spiritual Warfare there is no mention or direction to shout, scream or verbalize threats in any way! Read the accounts within the Gospels and Jesus never launched a tirade against demonic forces!
2. Retrain our Brain!

· Verse 5 “…bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ”
· The Brain is a wonderful creation of God! One of the great features is it can be “retrained”. It may take time and effort but it is possible. We have to get the “junk” out and the gospel in!

· When we are saved there are still areas within our lives that need work! This one of the problems faced by many today, in that they do not continue in growth following salvation! 

· The beginning efforts must include placing it in obedience! Your mind is not going to be pleased with this move because it has always had free reign to think and ponder on whatever it pleases! The mind of an unbeliever or immature Christian is like a spoiled child! Whatever its desire has been it has always been indulged! The mind has been allowed to think about anything and form opinions separate of God and His Word! 

· Within verse 5 we see that Christians should get their thoughts in alignment with Christ! Our minds should be thinking, and pondering on the matters that Christ would think! In order to accomplish this we cannot allow our minds to think negatively and against the things of God! We must realize the way we think is the way we will act! 

3. Walk in Maturity! 

· (6) and being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.  --- Mess. Our tools are ready at hand for clearing the ground of every obstruction and building lives of obedience into maturity   
· It is one thing to clear the mind of the “junk” and quite another to live unto maturity. Once we have an understanding of what God is expecting, to be a mature Christian, we must act upon that revelation!

· There would be little to no value to the Kingdom of God for one to gain understanding and not act upon it! We must walk in the ways and statues of God for all to see! It is the redeemed man that God has chosen to carry forth His Word and display His attributes in this life. The Christian life is one of sacrifice and selflessness! 

Conclusion: RO 12:2  And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

· In my opinion it is impossible to be in the perfect will of God without a renewing of ones mind!

· We must purge ourselves by the spiritual weapons available from God and allow our minds to become renewed and refreshed to allow God’s Will to become a part of our life!

· If it is a “closer walk”, “to be like Jesus” or in other words be in the perfect will of God you will begin in earnest to break the conformities of this world and allow a godly transformation of your mind!

