Sand Castles

(Mt. 7:24-27)

Scripture Text: MT 7: 24-27  (24) "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:  { Lk version added: “dug deep”} (25) "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. (26) "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: (27) "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."  
Thought: 
Introduction: In many coastal resort communities the art of constructing sand castles has become a major event. These events draw tourists and enthusiasts from around the area and nation.  “Sand Castles” developers travel from across the nation to these events and spend hours of intense labor and build upon hours of prior design to construct an object that will only exist for a short period of time. These sand castle builders will labor for monetary gifts, status and fame, all of which are fleeting. It seems so sad to me that all of this time, effort and talent are spent in the creation of something that is bound to fail! 
This “sand castle” phenomenon seems to eerily resemble many lives within today’s American culture. Many people are spending their time and talents in an effort to gain a fleeting moment of fame or fortune. They are spending their years in a vain attempt to construct a life of seemingly value to their counterparts. They are placing their future and the future of their families in jeopardy while they build their “sand castle lives” which are doomed only to fail. 

Lives built on poor foundations are doomed to fail in the same manner as the “sand castle”. The reasoning for this failure of the sand castle is both short term as well as long term. The cause of failure in the short term is lack of foundation; the long term failure is due to slow erosion. Both of these reasons can be applied to our lives, ministries and churches. Lets examine these houses built on sand and see exactly what Jesus was teaching.

1. The Short Term Dilemma of the Sand Castle
· "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: (27) "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall."  
· It is obvious in this teaching of Jesus that a warning is being given to mankind. Jesus is striving to show us the dangers of “building” anything apart or separate from Him! 
· To press His point Jesus even likens those who does not follow His teachings as being foolish, "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand:
· All know that a firm foundation is necessary for structural security. Sand castles fall because they are built without a solid foundation. Even though they are marvelous achievements, even though they are pleasing to view, even though they have a “wow” factor, sand castles are doomed for failure because there is no foundation.
· A foundation is essential because there will always be storms! If there was no such thing as wind, rain or a pounding surf, sand castles could last for a length of time. We live within a world that has storms that is why the foundation is so important! We inhabit a world in which the devil is “prince of the air” and the very ground has been cursed because of sin.
· Jesus knew that the storm would come, that is why the foundation is so important. 
· Foundations take time to construct! Luke’s account of this teaching adds and “dug deep” indicating the need to strive and plan before the construction. We need to count the cost! LU 14:28  "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it” 
· The Sand Castle fails in the short term due to lack of foundational integrity! The “Sand Castles” lives, ministries and churches fail due to foundational integrity! 
· We must build on the “Rock”, which is Jesus Christ
2. The Long Term Dilemma of the Sand Castle

· “…And great was its fall."  
· The waves and wind of the coastal environment will take down the sand castle with the advancing tide. The “storms” of life will take down an individual.
· After the “fall” of the sand castle another process of nature sets in which is slow erosion. Slow erosion will eventually erase any evidence of the sand castles existence. 
· Jesus stated: “…And great was its fall."  The initial fall and destruction of the sand castle is a tragedy, but following a time of slow erosion, all traces of the sand castle is removed! When all traces are removed that is a great fall! 
· The problem with slow erosion is it is not readily identified. It occurs slowly, a grain of sand at a time, one stone at a time, one inch at a time and we never seem to notice. If you sit and gaze at the beach it is impossible to recognize that erosion is taking place. If you will return to the same place at the beach sometime later you will be amazed at what has happened. 
· The same happens within our lives, ministries and churches. As we fail to stand firmly upon God’s Word we will begin to shift. This shifting may not be easily recognized in the present, but just give it time and see how far you will be moved! 
· People do not back slide in one day, it is slow process which takes months and even years. Remember, if you are not as close to the Lord as you have been you are in a back-sliden state! Most of the time slow erosion is the blame and if unchecked will completely remove any evidence of your “former glory”
3. The Results of “Sand Castle” Technology! 
· Gal. 6:7 “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”  
· If we build upon sand our creations will be ruined!
· If we sow to the wind we will reap the whirlwind!
Conclusion: 1Jn 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
· Most outside of the Kingdom are not practicing some form great wickedness! They will simply perish because their lives are like “sand castles” marvels built without any foundation!

· They will in vain strive to do something of relative value apart from God. Following their demise, their efforts will fade away like the remains of the sand castle.

·  Many of God’s people are suffering in their walk because of slow erosion. They are failing to keep the foundation strong and strengthened! 
· Slow erosion will move the Christian away from the things of the Lord if left unchecked!
