Speak with Boldness

(Acts 4:13)

Scripture Text: AC 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.

Thought: To know Him is to love Him, to walk with Him and talk of Him is transformational for both the believer and the hearer!

Introduction: The ability to hear is a blessing from the portals of glory! Hearing comes in forms other than being able to distinguish audible frequencies. We hear in our spirit as well as with our ears. Some of the most profound revelations I have ever heard were audible only within my spirit! Since hearing is a pathway to revelation and faith, it is easily understood why Jesus would say, “He who has ears let him hear” as spoken seven times to the churches of Asia Minor, as recorded in The Revelation chapters 2-3. Jesus being the chief architect of human design would certainly know the importance of our man’s hearing. 

Since hearing is so important to man’s spiritual life, we as Christians must learn the importance of addressing that sense by speaking with BOLDNESS. When we speak under the BOLDNESS of the Holy Spirit, those spirit-charged words penetrate the soul of man and supernaturally link with the faith that is contained within that person! I believe it is in this manner that one can tell it is of God. (even in a unbeliever because God deposits a measure of faith in everyone) It is only when one comes into a relationship with the Lord that they will be empowered by the Holy Spirit to speak with boldness! This boldness comes not of man and His knowledge, talents or training but is a direct link to the portals of Glory! AC 1:8  "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." It is impossible not to recognize the boldness of God on the life of a spirit-filled believer! This boldness is so evident that those who are unbelievers and stand in opposition to the workings of the Lord can recognize the boldness of God. Great example is found within our scripture reading. 

1. Within Man There is a Desire for Eternity! 

· EC 3:11  “…Also He has put eternity in their hearts,…” There is a desire within the heart of mankind for God! Mankind contains both dignity and depravity! Those elements of dignity come straight from our Heavenly Father! It is evidence of our link to Him and His nature before the fall of mankind! 
· Even the unbeliever seeks after the things of eternity! In Mt.12:39 and 16:4, Jesus makes essentially the same statement, paraphrased He said, “those that are evil seek after a sign” Why would the evil hearted be looking for a sign, the answer is simple, even though it is misdirected, they have a desire for eternity in their hearts!  In their searching they will look away from God to find the truth! (see Rom.3:11) It is not a coincident that in both cases it is the “religious in the eyes of the world”, that He engaged! 

· This dignity of man is reaching out, searching for a connection to its source! JOH 4:23  "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 
· Those that are “true worshippers” are those that have an understanding of God through Jesus Christ and have been enlightened by the Holy Spirit! This is one of the reasons that it is essential that Christians speak with BOLDNESS!
2. Speaking With Boldness Touches the Eternal Desires of Mankind!

· AC 4:13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus 
· Let’s take a closer look at “they”. Who is “they”? AC 4:5-6 (5) And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, (6) as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. --- It was the “religious in the eyes of the world” gang. It was those that were striving to get into heaven without Jesus! It was those that were trying to have a relationship with God, apart from Jesus! It was those that were standing in their own righteousness for their salvation! It was those that were looking to their own intellect! It was those striving to connect their inward desire for eternity to the source of Eternity! 

· In other words it was a picture of a lost, confused, wandering man, separated from God!

· Look what happened when one who was connected to the Truth, spoke the truth with BOLDNESS! AC 4:4  However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. In Peter’s second spirit-filled, Holy Ghost BOLDNESS Revival 5,000 came to Christ! In his first HG revival 3 K were saved and in Acts 2:47 “…And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”
· Why? When we speak under the BOLDNESS of the Holy Spirit, those spirit-charged words penetrate the soul of man and supernaturally link with the faith that is contained within that person! When that “eternity connection” is made and faith is energized and released within the hearer and the one hearing receives by faith, salvation burst forth in the soul! 

3. How to Receive Boldness!

· If this BOLDNESS is so important to my individual walk as well as my ministry, how do I get it? We must first have a desire and secondly seek the Lord! The majority of the things we receive from God we have to ask. 

· MT 7:7-8 (7) "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  (8) "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” Did you see the formula? Ask, Seek, Knock and Receive! You will not find the things of God without first developing a heart or desire for them and then seeking! Once found we must then receive them by an action of faith!

· *Example of pedestrian finding a dollar on the street. He recognizes but does not receive. Second pass He recognizes and receives.

· Ask for Holy Ghost Boldness and let Peter and John be our example! AC 4:29  "Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 

Conclusion: AC 1:8  "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

· God desires us to be successful in our ministerial efforts within this world! He has made a way for that success! 

· The BOLDNESS of God is for purpose! It is a tool for the benefit of building His Kingdom. Do not strive to operate without it!

· AC 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

