The Shame of 

Barrenness

(1 Sam.1:10-15 Hannah’s Prayer)

SCRIPTURE TEXT: 1 Sam.1:10-15  (10) And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish. (11)Then she made a vow and said, "O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head." (12)And it happened, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli watched her mouth. (13) Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. (14) So Eli said to her, "How long will you be drunk? Put your wine away from you!"(15) And Hannah answered and said, "No, my lord, I am a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured out my soul before the Lord.

THOUGHT: Today’s Church wants the birth of Revival without the burdens and pains associated with birth!

INTRODUCTION: Hannah’s prayer is a classic because in it are revealed the true ingredients of intercessory prayer. True intercessors “stand in the gap” until through them the answer comes. Hannah offered her own means as a channel through which God could bring deliverence. It was through Hannah herself that the Lord answered her prayer. God took of her flesh and substance to give her the petition she had asked of Him. All she had was geared to give her the child she had asked of God. In the early stages of giving birth to this child just one part of Hannah knew of conception; later the whole body felt the weight of that which is natural and yet, to say the least, irregular.

 Let’s take this experience and translate it into terms for revival praying in relation to the church. In our day we do not pray that the miracle of revival will simply erase the record of our barrenness. We must pray for revival, but also pray the heart will be changed and many will have a zeal or the lost! Prayer not only changes situations, it changes people! When we causally view empty pews, we need to be moved with a god-like jealousy! The pews are empty because something has taken God’s rightful place in their lives! Just has Hannah could not stand the provocation of her adversary, we must have the same heart towards the actions of the adversary that steals away the redeemed! 

1. The Shame of Barrenness must overcome us! vv. 8 & 10
· 1SA 1:8  Then Elkanah her husband said to her, "Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?" 1SA 1:10  And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish.
· The church must come to a point that we are literally ashamed of the state we are now in!
· We must receive and embrace the conviction of the Holy Spirit in this area and allow it to lead us to change!
· We must realize our barrenness and act upon it, to see our spiritual desert rejoice and blossom as a rose!
· Before the Lord will move in power, our orthodoxy will have to be stabbed, our conventions shattered, and our stony hearts again know tears!
· There will be nights of prayer, some with fasting, and a grief born of anguish for the perishing millions!  (it has been stated there are more births into the world population in one day than into the Kingdom of God in one year!) 
2. From the time of Conception, until delivery we must stay with this precious burden! vv.19
· v.19 “…And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the Lord remembered her.”
· The gestation period or time of pregnancy is something that cannot be rushed! Even though this was blessing of God in the life of Hannah, it could not be rushed! Nine months would have to be completed before the “child of promise” would be delivered!

· As any mother can testify during pregnancy there are some long nights, hot days, times of discomfort, physical changes, emotional changes and burdens to bear! But as any good mother these times of struggle are minimal compared to the blessing of the coming promise! 

· We need some Hannah’s today in our struggle for spiritual renewal!

· We live in a rush age! If we could rush God we would!

· We want big blessings for small investments! We want the birth of revival, without the burdens and pains of birth!

· I will be so elated when we as a church get sick of “playing church” and get so angry at our “birth poverty” or barrenness in the soul realm that we too will sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly, and seek the face of God!

· Look at verse 8 & 10 again, 1SA 1:8  Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? And why is your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten sons?” 1SA 1:10  And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to the Lord and wept in anguish  
3. Those of the “Religion Tradition” will not understand! vv. 12-13

· 1SA 1:12-13  (12) And it happened, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli watched her mouth. (13) Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk.

· It had to be a distressing factor for Hannah that during her trial, even her “pastor” didn’t understand! 

· This is not uncommon! The “religious elite” many times has missed the move of God! It is they that have historically surpassed the things of the Spirit and today is no different! 

· When you get “Spirit-Intoxicated” about revival, if you get to the place where you replace food with prayer, someone is going to start jeering!

· This lack of understanding cannot deter us in our process of seeking God! We must prevail and press in at all cost, even in times of discomfort whether it be spiritually or physically!

Conclusion: 1SA 1:20  So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked for him from the Lord.”
· Can you imagine the joy experienced by Hannah when she brought young Samuel to Eli!

· Can you imagine the joy she felt as she came to the temple and saw young Sam about the work of the Lord?

· Can you imagine what it will be like when you enter this sanctuary and see it filled with “new births” that are growing and being about the business of their Heavenly Father?

