It’s the Little Things!

Scripture Text: Rev. 21:8  (7) "He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. (8) "But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death." 
Thought: Sadly many of the sins mentioned in Rev. 21:8 are acceptable within America!

Introduction: Have you ever noticed that we humans barely notice something when it is changed in small increments? Even within the Church, this steady, gradual, slow progression towards the ways of the world seems to be the norm. Since we agree this is happening maybe we can also agree that this relentless progression towards acceptance of sin is one of the tactics of the Adversary! Over the years the moral values, the Bible and God Himself have been under attack within our Country. All that is good and acceptable within the eyes of God is questioned! It’s no wonder that now we are faced with all the problems of a godless society! 

How did such drastic changes occur within our culture? The answer is simple, one small step at a time, slow progression towards an attitude of tolerance. By the way, tolerance in our culture now is defined as total acceptance and agreement! I honestly believe that the majority of people have a desire to do what it right! I want to believe that the majority of Americans still cling to Christian values! I honestly believe it is time for Christians to stand and proclaim once again those good, moral and decent values taught within the Bible!

It’s the little things within our lives that cause the most people problems! The majority of society will not be violent offenders, sexual predators or the like! But you don’t have to be one of those to be in sin. Most people today judge sin by man’s standards and not Gods! That is extremely dangerous because man changes his mind, attitudes and convictions! God never changes! MAL 3:6  "For I am the Lord, I do not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O sons of Jacob. Since God’s heart, mind and attitude towards His Word and sin does not shift! We need to follow His Word and heed to it instead of man’s attitudes towards sin! Even in the things man deems at little things or little sins!

It’s the little things that cause us the most problems!

1. Let’s begin with a grouping of little things called the Unbelievers!

· Verse seven is a prelude to the thoughts of verse eight! (7) "He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 
· In order to inherit the things of God we must be His children. The only way to achieve that is by FAITH or BELIEVING! 

· If you are an UNBELIEVER in the Lord Jesus you are not going to have an inheritance in the things of God in this world or the next! I have already stressed how within America, belief in God and His Word and even to the existence of Sin is all questionable in today’s society. 

· So unbelief as little as it may seem to contemporary man will ultimately leave you outside of the things of God! No place at the table! Outside looking in!   

· I must add to this group called Unbelievers a subgroup I call Cowards! In my opinion the cowards fit right into this group called Unbelievers! In the eyes of man being a coward isn’t too terrible? 

· If you are allowing the peer pressure of today’s society to keep you from having a relationship with the Lord Jesus, you are a coward! If you are a professing Christian and not standing up and being a positive testimony for Christ, you are a coward! If you are a coward and ashamed of the Lord Jesus, then He will be ashamed of you! MR 8:38  "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels."
· I cannot afford for my Advocate with the Father to be ashamed of me! I must be bold in this life for the Lord and not cowardly stand back and allow the truth to be trampled and His Word to be called a lie by the ungodly of our day!

2. The Second grouping of little things is called The Sexually Immoral!

· Is there any restraint within our culture today when it comes to sex? Sex has been moved from the bedrooms of married adults to the entertainment venues of our nation! Sex is big business within our nation and it generates big bucks! There is not a day that goes by that Americans are not bombarded by sexual imagines! Our attitude regarding this topic has drastically changed within our nation and those things once considered taboo to our culture is flaunted without shame in public! 

· Fashion is driven by sex! The more lax our society becomes towards the issue the more lewd our fashions will become! The Bible teaches us to be moderate in all things! 1TI 2:9  in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing,  (women cover your body, men quit participating and enjoying it and it will stop)
· Sex within the teachings of the Bible is limited to a man and wife! This does not include what society deems “common law unions or marriages”. Marriage is not a man and multiple wives, not a woman and multiple husbands, not a man and man nor woman and woman! 
· Pornography certainly falls within the realm of sexual immorality. Today it is a major cause of strife within our country in so many ways. It strains marriages by placing unreal expectations of sexual gratification in the hearts of viewers! It produces temptations within the minds of viewers and if acted upon leads them into sexual perversions! It causes many to lust within their heart, which according to Jesus is adultery! MT 5:28  "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 
· Sexual sins according to God are a sin against Him and your own body! 1CO 6:18  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. Ever wonder why there is such terrible diseases attributed to sexual immorality? 
3. The Third grouping of little things is called The Abominable!

· I am sure many are going to be surprised with all of the sub groupings under this heading. Lets begin with the most recognizable.

· What is wrong with Homosexuality? It is an abomination in the eyes the Lord! It serves no other purpose than the self-gratification of a sexual perversion! LE 18:22  'You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination.  Paul gives direction in this area to the Church of Rome. RO 1:26-27 (26) For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. (27) Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 

· Sorcerers are a subgroup of The Abominable! In this age a sorcerer would be identified as an Astrologer (horoscope), Mediums, Witches, Psychics anyone that practices in magical spells.
· These things are all a part of the American Culture today; surely they can’t be any harm! They are dangerous and sinful in the eyes of God! (see Duet.18:9-14)
· Idolaters are within the grouping of the Abominable! Those that worship other gods! Remember it’s politically incorrect to place any god above another! (see 1 Ki.11:5)
· The last of the abominations is Liars! Wow! How can that be! Americans have accepted lying at all levels of our lives. We tolerate liars in our Government, in all forms of leadership including the clergy, in our business dealings and our relationships! But yet the Bible says in Proverbs12:22  Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, But those who deal truthfully are His delight.
Conclusion: God’s Word is the one that reveals sin and its effects! It is ludicrous for us to think that He determines what is sin by our definition or judges it on our standards! Regardless of whether we view these mentioned sins as a little thing or an acceptable sin, the bottom line is seen in Rev. 21:8 (8) "But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."
