There’s Coming a Day

(Mal.3:13-18)

SCRIPTURE TEXT: MAL 3:13-18 (13) "Your words have been harsh against Me," Says the Lord, "Yet you say, 'What have we spoken against You?' (14) You have said, 'It is useless to serve God; What profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, And that we have walked as mourners Before the Lord of hosts? (15) So now we call the proud blessed, For those who do wickedness are raised up; They even tempt God and go free.' " (16) Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, And the Lord listened and heard them; So a book of remembrance was written before Him For those who fear the Lord And who meditate on His name. (17) "They shall be Mine," says the Lord of hosts, "On the day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them As a man spares his own son who serves him." (18) Then you shall again discern Between the righteous and the wicked, Between one who serves God And one who does not serve Him.

THOUGHT: Take heart Saints there is coming a day when the Righteous will shine forth!

INTRODUCTION: We live in a culture today that seemingly has forgotten God! Our culture blasphemes God and His Promises! It makes mockery the things of God and attempts to silence anyone by any means that lifts up the Lord! Our culture doesn’t seem to have a problem with religion, just with Christians! For the Christian that is affected in this modern day persecution it may seem that those who practice such things are exalted while those you remain humble before God falter! 

In our upside down world of the 21st Century the wicked are exalted and the righteous mocked! Take heart Saints there is coming a day when all that will change! There’s coming a day when the sinner will be ashamed and the proud and boisterous will be humbled! There’s coming a day when those that serve the Lord will be exalted up and spared by the hand of the Almighty! There’s coming a day when righteousness will shine forth and darkness will have to retreat! There’s coming a day when the world will be able to discern between the righteous and the wicked! There’s coming a day when you will be able to distinguish between those who serve God and those who do not! 

It’s not over yet Saints! There’s coming a day! There’s coming a day!

1. Words are Powerful!
· (13) "Your words have been harsh against Me," Says the Lord, "Yet you say, 'What have we spoken against You?' 
· In this verse there seems to be a double blasphemy that has occurred! Men’s words had been harsh and condemning of God ("Your words have been harsh against Me,") and when confronted by their sin, man questions God’s judgment! ('What have we spoken against You?' )
· God will not be mocked! (Gal.6:7) It was bad enough to speak harshly against God, but even worse when He confronts the sin and man pretends not to know what God is speaking of! This attitude in effect calls God a liar! 
· America today screams blasphemies towards Heaven every day! Our entertainment mocks God, His Word, His Promises, His Righteousness and condemns believers as bumbling fools! Pop singers today flaunt their semi-nude bodies on stage while singing lyrics that contain a message straight from the pits of Hell! Our comedians can’t tell a joke without cursing or using vulgar context! Our Government shakes a proud fist in the face of God every day and passes laws that are in opposition to God’s Word and leads the People of America on a hell bound path! Our leaders have become so perverse in their lives and lax in their moral values that our nation now winks at their sexual immorality and expects them to lie, cheat and steal! 
· It is in this climate that the Church of Jesus Christ still has to remain true to our God and show the world God alive in us! Hang on Saints there’s coming a day!

2. Human Perception is Shaped/Formed by our Surroundings!

· (14) You have said, 'It is useless to serve God; What profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, And that we have walked as mourners Before the Lord of hosts? (15) So now we call the proud blessed, For those who do wickedness are raised up; They even tempt God and go free.' "
· Man’s thoughts, plan and even his doctrine are shaped by his culture or surroundings! That is why we must look to God’s Plan and His Word! Do you see the man’s response and his service to the Lord is affected by his surroundings? In this verse we see those that have served God in the past are now beginning to question their decisions all because of the surroundings and what they are seeing with their natural eye!  There response is, “…'It is useless to serve God;…” Why? Because they see the wicked exalted and the things of God they perceive as futile! 
· Many within the American Church today are becoming disgruntled because of their surroundings! We are wearied at the onslaught of the unrighteous, the exaltation of wicked, and the persecution in which we are facing! It is like adding insult to injury when we see those in sin and darkness rising as shining stars in our day! 

· Church do not weary in doing good! Do not succumb to the message of the world and fall away from the Lord! Do not be like Peter as he walked toward the Lord in the midst of the storm, he began to focus on the waves and wind instead of Jesus! Do not take your eye off the prize, which is relationship with God through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and eternity with Him! Do not run the race until the end is in sight only to falter and fall before the finish! Saints there’s a new day coming! There’s a new day coming!

3. God Still Saves! 

· " (16) Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, And the Lord listened and heard them; So a book of remembrance was written before Him For those who fear the Lord And who meditate on His name. (17) "They shall be Mine," says the Lord of hosts, "On the day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them As a man spares his own son who serves him."
· Notice in the midst of the tribulation, God’s people began to remember Him! -- (Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another) When we begin to remember Him a great thing happens, He hears us! -- (And the Lord listened and heard them;) Not only did He hear them He was faithful to them! – (So a book of remembrance was written before Him For those who fear the Lord And who meditate on His name.)
· When we become what we are suppose to be in the Eyes of the Lord in accordance to His Word, the Lord takes us to Him! – ((17) "They shall be Mine," says the Lord of hosts, "On the day that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them As a man spares his own son who serves him." ) He not only just makes us His Children, which is great, but we are precious to Him! We are like jewels to God! He will save us from the trial, trouble and tribulation that have become the norm within our culture! 
· Church our deliverance is not about us! It is about God! Our part is this; can we believe God for His Promises? Saints there’s a new day coming! There’s a new day coming!
Conclusion: . (18) Then you shall again discern Between the righteous and the wicked, Between one who serves God And one who does not serve Him.

· Saints when that day comes, you’ll be able to tell God’s People from those of the Adversary!

· There will not be any half-hearted, fence sitters! You’ll be able to identify what is God’s!

